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Writers:    Buck Buckingham
    with Jonathan Hardy
Director:    Dave Letch
Associate Producer:  David Morgan
Production Manager:  John Hutchens   

Synopsis
It’s all about magic and dreams coming true.

Years ago….

Mad Dog Matilda, bushranger, who robbed from the greedy rich to give to the poor, leapt over a cliff 
and escaped capture.

Not so lucky was faithful companion FINTAN the dog. Fintan was trapped, captured and put on trial 
as an accomplice to robbery.

The authorities threw FINTAN in prison sure that this would lure Mad Dog Matilda into their hands. 
But having leapt from the cliff, Mad Dog Matilda was never again seen and FINTAN stayed in his cell, 
his bowl of food untouched.

Now…today…..

A group of teenagers, on an adventure, turn up in Mad Dog 
 Matilda territory. Not far behind them are their parents in hot 
 pursuit. The kids know they have to keep a low profi le, but they 
still want to explore the town.

They see children singing a song. A strange nursery rhyme that 
has the words HEIGH HO MATILDA! And then they leap into the 
air..

Mystifi ed, the teenagers try to fi nd out what this is all about 
and, along the way, run into the dreadful Mayor and his gang of 
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 henchmen. Everyone in the township seems to be a spy or frightened, except for a group of kids who 
keep jumping into the air, or from their playground equipment. 

Our gang of heroes fi nd out about a society called Friends of Fintan.

Fintan the dog is now an exhibit in the museum that was once the local jail. Fintan still sits looking up 
through the grill waiting for his master to return.

Seeing their parents, our gang heads for the bush and discover a cavernous hideout. In the hideout is a 
skeleton with a big bushy beard. It is wearing a dress. This is Mad Dog Matilda.

Terrifi ed, they charge off, but not before breaking the pinkie of the skeleton and from there all sorts of 
things happen.

Things go missing from the town. Ashtrays, ornaments, the mayors prize trophy – his toupe! And every-
thing turns up in the shack were our heroes are staying. How are they going to explain this!?

Dogs in the town start going crazy and the children see ghostly signs of their hero Fintan the dog.

Meanwhile the mayor wants to pull down the museum for a new building. The museum where FINTAN 
lives!

Ghostly visitations increase. More things disappear and with the aid of a local lady of mystery who reads 
fortunes, a séance is held to make sense of the strange events….

Our heroes are told they must steal FINTAN from the museum, and they do so with much terror and 
things going bump in the night..

The town is in chaos. Children are everywhere. The mayor and his henchman are furious and have lost 
control, someone has stolen the plans for the new building. They are discovered in the shack and….the 
kid’s parents turn up! 

FINTAN is rescued!

The skies open and a mad cackle erupts from the clouds.

A rider with a huge beard and wearing a dress charges forth and suddenly the stuffed dog that was 
FINTAN tears off into the skies and leaps onto the horse reunited with his master…who rides on and on 
and there we hear the famous words HEIGH HO MATILDA! FINTAN barks triumphantly…and we learn the 
secret…..

The ghostly horse stops at the cliff edge….Mad Dog Matilda grabs FINTAN and they leap from the cliff, 
reunited once more. They fl oat to safety with the infamous dress as.. a parachute.
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Jonathan Hardy
(Actor/Writer/Director)
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Dave Letch
(Actor/Writer/
Director)
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The Past
August 2005 – Kiama Lions Club member Ken Methold suggests to Kiama Lions that the club sponsor 
 makes the fi rst ever community feature fi lm. Club Board agrees. Invests $500.
September 2005 - Ken writes script of 65 minute comedy, A Town Like Ours. 
December 2005 - More than 250 citizens of Kiama take part in the production of the movie. Movie shot with 
Handycam. Edited on PC.
April 2006 - Movie screened. Huge success. Over $10,000 raised for local
charities.  Mayor of Kiama writes congratulating the Club on movie.

The Present
August 2006 - Lions Club of Bowral decides to take up the challenge and sponsor a community movie 
project in the Southern Highlands to raise money for the Children’s Ward of Bowral Hospital.
September 2006 - Ken Methold writes script of another comedy movie, Extraordinary Events in Glenorful. 
December 2006 - Lions Club of Bowral decides to withdraw from the project and a new script, with a more 
family-oriented storyline called Wishbone, is selected. Many local fi lm industry professionals offer their 
services. Overwhelming support from the Community with 85 people attending getting to know you/cast-
ing day as actors, crew, costume and design. Everyone agrees to donate their time and talents to the project 
without recompense.

The Future
The Producers and Director believe the movie has potential to raise substantial funds for the Children’s Ward. 
All involved agreed to a more ambitious and professional production than the Kiama movie and that funds 
were needed to cover greater production costs. Potential sponsors were to be approached.
January/June 2007 scheduled for fi lming throughout the Southern Highlands.  October 2007 for premiere 
screenings and commencement of DVD sales.

WISHBONE WILL BE A PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED FEATURE FILM. IT IS AN EXCITING PROJECT WHICH WILL 
INVOLVE A GREAT MANY RESIDENTS OF THE HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY IN ALL ASPECTS OF  PRODUCTION. 
IT WILL BE FILMED AND EDITED ON FULLY PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT. IT HAS THE POTENTIAL TO RAISE 
 SUBSTANTIAL FUNDS TO UPGRADE THE CHILDREN’S WARD AND TO  PROVIDE ONGOING SUPPORT. 
 COMMUNITY MOVIE PRODUCTIONS INC NEEDS ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THIS PROJECT. 
PLEASE HELP THEM WITH THIS MAJOR COMMUNITY CULTURAL EVENT WHICH WILL PROVIDE LONG TERM 
BENEFIT FOR THE  CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY.

Community Movie Concept



Community Movie Productions Inc has been established as the production entity for a feature length community movie set in the 
Southern Highlands. It will provide as many as 250 members of the Highlands community with the opportunity to acquire skills 
and experience on a major fi lm-making project. Funds raised from screenings and the sale of DVDs will go towards the fi tout of 
a New Children’s Ward at Bowral  Hospital. Everyone involved in the production is providing services, facilities, equipment and 
labour free of charge.

Arts & Culture Board

www.cmp.org.au

The Four Levels of Sponsorship are:

Major Sponsor: $1,000
Sponsor:             $500
Friend:             $250
Supporter:           $100

  
All sponsors will have their sponsorship level acknowledged along with the amount of their 
donation, in the screen credits and the offi cial program of the premieres. 

Links to sponsors’ organisations or businesses will (if they wish) be added to our website 
(www.cmp.org.au). 

Sponsorship application form is on the following sheet. Please copy more if needed. If you 
have any questions related to sponsorship contact:

For further information please contact:

David Morgan
(02) 4883 6857 home
(02) 4868 1822 work
(02) 4868 2301 work fax
glen.orfell@cmp.org.au
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Sponsorship Appl icat ion Form
Name

Business

Organisation

Individual

Contact Name

Phone

Fax

Email

Please make your cheque payable to:     Community Movie Productions Incorporated
and post to:          7, Panorama Road  Bundanoon  NSW 2578

If you have services or equipment that you may be able to supply / loan to the production could you please 
make mention of them below?

Website

Major Sponsor:                  $1,000 or more
Sponsor:      $500
Friend:      $250
Supporter:     $100

Address


